
February 10th 2019 
Prayer: Does it Make a Difference? 
 
 
What do you pray for the most? 
 
What is a miracle? 
Have you ever witnessed something that you could only describe as a miracle? 
Does praying about natural disasters make a difference?  
 
Is science at odds with God? 
What are some things we know are true, but science cannot show to be true? 
 
Gabe said: 
God answers every prayer 
He does not answer every prayer with a yes 
 
Do you find this idea comforting, frustrating, true, false, something else? 
 
Do you think God has morally sufficient reasons for saying no to some prayers to prevent 
human suffering? 
 
Have you ever prayed for something, not received it, and later realized it was a good thing you 
didn’t? 
 
Read Matthew 7:9-11 
9 “You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone 
instead? 10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not! 11 So if 
you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him. 
 
What are some of the greatest gifts you have prayed for that God has given you? 
 
Do you think that God still does miracles today?  Why or why not? 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 NLT 
8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace 
is all you need. My power works best in weakness.”  So now I am glad to boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me.10 That’s why I take 
pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles 
that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 



Has there ever been a prayer you have prayed that God answered with a “no” that left you 
devastated? 
What does Paul mean when he says when I am weak, then I am strong? 
 
What reasons do we have to praise God even when he answers some of our prayers with a 
“no”? 


