
The Power of Life and Death 
Part 5 in the series Wage Love on Everyone Always 
 
What is one of the nicest things someone has said to you? 
 
Read the following: 
 
Proverbs 15:4b NLT 
a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.” 
 
Proverbs 12 NRSV 
18b Rash words are like sword thrusts, 
 
Proverbs 26:18-19 NIV 
18 Like a maniac shooting flaming arrows of death  
19 is one who deceives their neighbor and says, “I was only joking!” 
 
Proverbs 20:15 NLT 
Telling lies about others is as harmful as hitting them with an ax, wounding them with a sword, 
or shooting them with a sharp arrow.” 
 
Proverbs 16:24 
Kind words are like honey–sweet to the soul and healthy for the body.” 
 
Proverbs 18:4 
A person’s words can be life-giving water; words of true wisdom are as refreshing as a bubbling 
brook.” 
 
Proverbs 18:20 
Words satisfy the soul as food satisfies the stomach; the right words on a person’s lips bring 
satisfaction.” 
 
Proverbs 18:21 
The tongue has the power of life and death,  
and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
 
Do you think the use of words have more potential to do good or evil? 
What were your thoughts about the story of Edward and Audrey? 
What have you done with the power of words that has been given to you? 
What, specifically, would you like to do with that power? 
How can you use your words to accomplish that? 

http://biblehub.com/niv/proverbs/18.htm


What do you want your (future) spouse to know? What do you want your (future) kids to know? 
What do you want your parents to know? What do you want your friends to know?  Have you let 
them know? 
 
Read Luke 6:27-28 NLT 
27“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, Bless 
those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you. 
 
What ways can you use your words to bless those who curse you? 
What do you think God wants you to pray for those who hurt you? 

http://biblehub.com/luke/6-27.htm

