
May 26, 2019 
Series: Now What? 
Part 5:  Surprise! 

What most resonated with you about last Sunday’s message?  

[Invite one or two people to summarize the message]  

 Pastor Jim referenced six passages from the New Testament which he intended to represent six 
different “seasons” of spiritual life.  Can you remember any of them? 

Answer: 
• Matthew 5 - Jesus teaching you, along with the crowd on the hillside. 
• Matthew 14 - Jesus doing a miracle, blessing you with an abundance 
• John 14 - Enjoying intimacy with Jesus, sharing a meal together, but not realizing tragic 

circumstances are about to unfold 
• Mark 15 - Tragedy strikes - the result is the loss of a dream, or of hope. 
• John 21 - Resurrection. The recognition it was not a set back after all, but a set-up. God 

brought beautiful things out of the dust. 
• Acts 2 - God works through you with supernatural power. 

Which season can you presently most identify with?   

READ 1 Corinthians 2:9-16.  As you read it, look for some contrasts Paul makes in this passage.  

“It is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 
conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him— these are the things God has 
revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who 
knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does 
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and 
cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. The person with the 
Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 
judgments, for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the 
mind of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 2:9–16 (NIV) 

What are some of the contrasts Paul makes in this passage? 
[A: The spirit of the world vs Spirit of God.  Words taught by human wisdom vs words taught by 
the Spirit. The person without the Spirit vs the person with the Spirit] 



What do these contrasts teach you about the nature and work of the Holy Spirit?  

READ: Romans 8:5-16.  Again, note the contrasts 

“Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; 
but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 
The mind controlled by the sinful nature is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and 
peace. The sinful mind is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those 
controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You, however, are not controlled by the sinful 
nature but are in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, then even though your 
body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. Therefore, 
brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to 
it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the misdeeds of the body, you will live. For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 
children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”  Romans 
8:5–16  (TNIV) 

What are your initial thoughts about this passage?  What most stands out to you? 

What is the primary contrast Paul makes in this passage?  [A: The Spirit vs the flesh] 

What does Paul mean when he talks about “…putting to death the misdeeds of the body?” How 
does Paul say we can accomplish this? 

How does the Spirit compel you to address God?  [A: “Abba, father”. Which literally means 
“daddy.”] 

After the disciples were “baptized in the Holy Spirit” on Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, did they 
sometimes continue to struggle with doubt? fear? discouragement?  
[A:  Yes.  See 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, Romans 7:21-25] 

Ephesians 5:18 says “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled 
with the Spirit…”    How can you choose to “be filled with the Spirit”?   
[Discuss the question above before revealing the next verse, which says, “…speaking to one 
another with psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to 
the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Ephesians 5:18–20  (TNIV)) 



Jesus told Nicodemus, “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” (John 
3:7-8). What do you think Jesus meant by this? 

In the Greek language the word for “wind” and the word for “spirit” is the same word.  If the 
Holy Spirit is like the wind, and you are like a sailboat, what are three things you can do to 
cooperate with the Holy Spirit?  
[A:  1. Make sure you’re pointed in the right direction. 2. Hoist your sail.  3. Welcome with 
gratitude whatever weather the Holy Spirit sends your way.] 

How, in a practical sense, can you do each of those things? 


