
May 12, 2019 
Series: Now What 
Part 3:  Waiting For Things To Blow Over 

What most resonated with you about last Sunday’s message?  

[Invite one or two people to summarize the message]  

READ: Matthew 26:31–35  (NLT) 

On the way, Jesus told them, “Tonight all of you will desert me. For the Scriptures say, ‘God will 
strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I have been raised 
from the dead, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you there.” Peter declared, “Even if 
everyone else deserts you, I will never desert you.” Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this 
very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.” “No!” 
Peter insisted. “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you!” And all the other disciples 
vowed the same. 

What was Peter’s reposes when Jesus told him that he was going to deny him that very night?  

Was Peter being sincere in his response? 

What else do you need, besides sincerity, if you are going to follow through on a costly promise 
or a vow that you’ve made to someone?   

READ: Luke 22:54–62  (NLT)   

So they arrested him and led him to the high priest’s home. And Peter followed at a distance. The 
guards lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it, and Peter joined them there. A 
servant girl noticed him in the firelight and began staring at him. Finally she said, “This man was 
one of Jesus’ followers!” But Peter denied it. “Woman,” he said, “I don’t even know him!” After 
a while someone else looked at him and said, “You must be one of them!” “No, man, I’m not!” 
Peter retorted. About an hour later someone else insisted, “This must be one of them, because he 
is a Galilean, too.” But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about.” And 
immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. At that moment the Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the 
rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And Peter 
left the courtyard, weeping bitterly. 

Why did Peter deny knowing Jesus?  

How real was the danger Peter was in?   (See John 18:15-27 for further details). 



Have you ever failed at something or did something embarrassing and you hoped the fall out 
from it would just blow over?  Did it eventually blow over?  Are there times when it’s good that 
things just blow over?  

Are there times when it’s not good for things to just blow over?   What are some examples of 
such times?   How is the incident with Peter different from just failing at something or doing 
something embarrassing? 

READ: John 21:15–22  (NLT) 

After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. Jesus 
repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know 
I love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. A third time he asked him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, 
you know everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.  

“I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you dressed 
yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.” Jesus said this to let 
him know by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” Peter 
turned around and saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved—the one who had leaned over to 
Jesus during supper and asked, “Lord, who will betray you?” Peter asked Jesus, “What about 
him, Lord?” Jesus replied, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? As 
for you, follow me.” 

Why do you think Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved him? 

Why did Jesus feel compelled to not let Peter’s failure just blow over? 

Jim said, “In letting things blow over you often miss the opportunity for God’s Spirit to blow into 
your life.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  

What are the kinds of things we are tempted to just let blow over when we shouldn’t?  

Jim said, “God can fill you with his Spirit if you are full of yourself.”  In what ways are we 
sometimes full of ourselves in a way that prevents God’s Spirit from filling us? 

Now What? 


