
April 7, 2019 
Golfing With Jesus  

What most resonated with you about last Sunday’s message?   

Was there anything you wrestled with? 

[Invite one of your group members to summarize the message, allowing others to chime in]. 

READ: Matthew 14:22-33 

“Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the 
other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. After sending them home, he went up into 
the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone. Meanwhile, the disciples were in 
trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 
About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. When the 
disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a 
ghost!” But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 
Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 
“Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward 
Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save 
me, Lord!” he shouted. Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little 
faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” When they climbed back into the boat, the wind 
stopped. Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.”  
Matthew 14:22–33  (NLT) 

What factors did Jesus control? 
[A: The wind, the waves, the water…] 

What factors did Jesus not control? 
[A: Peter and the other disciple’s faith, fear, and response to both Jesus and the storm…] 

What was the point Bruce made about this passage? (“Lesson Number 1”) 
[A: Jesus allows us to fail] 

Can you recall a time in your life where God allowed you to fail?  

READ: Luke 22:54–62  

“So they arrested him and led him to the high priest’s home. And Peter followed at a distance. 
The guards lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it, and Peter joined them there. 
A servant girl noticed him in the firelight and began staring at him. Finally she said, “This man 
was one of Jesus’ followers!” But Peter denied it. “Woman,” he said, “I don’t even know him!” 



After a while someone else looked at him and said, “You must be one of them!” “No, man, I’m 
not!” Peter retorted. About an hour later someone else insisted, “This must be one of them, 
because he is a Galilean, too.” But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about.” 
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. At that moment the Lord 
turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the 
rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And Peter 
left the courtyard, weeping bitterly.”  Luke 22:54–62  (NLT) 

What factors in this narrative did Jesus control? 
[A: Possibly his arrest, and the timing of other events, such as the rooster.] 

Does the fact that God knows the future mean that he controls the future?   

What factors did Jesus not control? 
[A: Peter’s fear, cowardice, and decision to deny Jesus.] 

What was the point Bruce made from this passage? (“Lesson Number 2”.) 
[A: We fail over and over again].  

READ: John 21:1-19  (…or have someone summarize it) 

“Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it happened. 
Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), Nathanael 
from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples. Simon Peter said, “I’m going 
fishing.” “We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught nothing 
all night. At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. 
He called out, “Fellows, have you caught any fish?” “No,” they replied. Then he said, “Throw 
out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!” So they did, and they 
couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in it. Then the disciple Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he 
had stripped for work), jumped into the water, and headed to shore. The others stayed with the 
boat and pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only about a hundred yards from shore. 
When they got there, they found breakfast waiting for them—fish cooking over a charcoal fire, 
and some bread. “Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus said. So Simon Peter went 
aboard and dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the net hadn’t torn. 
“Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said. None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who 
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Then Jesus served them the bread and the fish. This was 
the third time Jesus had appeared to his disciples since he had been raised from the dead. After 
breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, 
Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. Jesus 
repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know 
I love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. A third time he asked him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, 



you know everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. “I tell you 
the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you dressed yourself and went 
wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and others 
will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.” Jesus said this to let him know by what 
kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.””  John 21:1–19  (NLT) 

What factors in this narrative did Jesus control? 
[A: His being at the shore with the disciples after his resurrection. Possibly the fish.] 

What factors did Jesus not control? 
[A: Peter’s responses to Jesus’ questions and the emotion that accompanied those responses.] 

What was the point Bruce made from this passage? (“Lesson Number 3”.) 
[A: Our failure is no excuse to not keep following Jesus].  

What was the fourth story Bruce told (from his own life)? 

How did his analogy of Jesus as a golf coach encourage you or otherwise help you? 

What did “coach Jesus” say to Bruce each time he hit the ball poorly? 
[A: “Let’ go find the ball”} 

Bruce said “God may not be in control, but he is       [involved]       .   

Do you have a story in your own life that illustrates the truth of this?  


