
March 17, 2019 
Series: Way To Go 
Part 4: Making Bold Investments 

What most resonated with you about last Sunday’s message?   

Was there anything you wrestled with? 

[Invite one of your group members to summarize the message, allowing others to chime in]. 

READ: 2 Timothy 1:5-7 
“I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois 
and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. This is why I 
remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you. For 
God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. So 
never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though 
I’m in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of 
the Good News.”   2 Timothy 1:5-7 (NLT) 

What issue might Timothy have been dealing with in regards to his faith and/or ministry?  

Have you ever felt timid or fearful as a believer in Jesus?  Share your experience with the rest of 
the group.   (…don’t be fearful or timid ;) 

How might fear or timidity keep us form receiving all God has for us? 

What kinds of risks might we take that God would not smile on? 
What kinds of risks might you make that God would smile on? 
What role might the motivations behind our risk-taking play in whether God approves or 
disapproves of it? 

READ: Matthew 25:14-30 
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He 
called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone. He gave five 
bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it 
in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. “The servant who received the five bags of 
silver began to invest the money and earned five more. The servant with two bags of silver also 
went to work and earned two more. But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole 
in the ground and hid the master’s money. “After a long time their master returned from his trip 
and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. The servant to whom he had 
entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me 
five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.’ “The master was full of praise. ‘Well 



done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so 
now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ “The servant who had 
received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver 
to invest, and I have earned two more.’ “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more 
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and 
said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering 
crops you didn’t cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, 
here is your money back.’ “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I 
harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, why didn’t you deposit my 
money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ “Then he ordered, ‘Take the 
money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. To those who use well 
what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those 
who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away.”  Matthew 25:14–30  (NLT) 

The third servant perceived his master to be harsh and demanding. He used this as an explanation 
as to why he played it safe with his masters money. 

The first two servants found the master to be generous, trusting, and eager to reward.  

How might our perceptions about God influence or impact what we do with the talents he’s given 
to us?  

What talent might you be “hiding in the ground?” 

In what ways do we “hide our talents?” 

What are some of the reasons we hide our talents in the ground? 

True or false:  you will never find the best version of yourself inside your comfort zone?  
Why or why not? 


