
March 10, 2019 
Series: Way To Go 
Part 3:  His or Theirs 

What most resonated with you about last Sunday’s message?   

Was there anything you wrestled with? 

[Invite one of your group members to summarize the message, allowing others to chime in]. 

READ: Ephesians 5:8–10  
“In the past you were full of darkness, but now you are full of light in the Lord. So live like 
children who belong to the light. Light brings every kind of goodness, right living, and truth. Try 
to learn what pleases the Lord.”  Ephesians 5:8–10  (NCV) 

How has your understanding of what pleases the Lord changed over the years - especially since 
the days before you were a Jesus follower? 

READ: Psalm 32:8-9 
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way to go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on 
you. Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled 
by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.”  

In what ways have you at times been “like a horse or a mule?” 

Step One in receiving God’s approval is:       [you have to want it]         

What are some of the more obvious indicators that we love the approval of others? 

What might be some less obvious, more subtle indicators that we need or crave the approval of 
others?   

Is it possible we crave the approval of others but are in denial about it? (we don’t think we do?) 

Is wanting the approval of others a bad thing? 

How might stress, bitterness, resentment, hostility, or depression be signs that you are seeking 
other people’s approval more than God’s? 

Do you get offended when a stranger insults you?  Why?  



READ: Luke 15:11-24 
“Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. The younger son told his father, ‘I want my 
share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his 
sons. “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, 
and there he wasted all his money in wild living. About the time his money ran out, a great 
famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and 
the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. The young man became so hungry that even the 
pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. “When he 
finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough 
to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 
sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please 
take me on as a hired servant.” ’ “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, 
embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven 
and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ “But his father said to the 
servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger 
and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 
for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So 
the party began.”  Luke 15:11–24  (NLT) 

List some of the things the younger son did that his Father didn’t approve of: _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did the younger son do to regain his fathers approval? 

Why do you think Jesus included the detail, “While he was still a long way off…”? 

How does the thief on the cross teach us about God’s approval?  

Fill in the blanks: 
We tend to think:       [I messed up, my dad is going to kill me.]      
God wants us to think:       [I messed up, I need to call dad.]       .        

Personal reflection:  What do you need to “call dad” about?  


