
February 24, 2019 
Series: Way To Go 
Part 1:  Love, Acceptance and Approval 

Did you ever run away from home as a child?  Share your experience. 

In the home in which you grew up, was love conditional or unconditional? Waht is 
the difference? 

What is the difference between love and approval? 

Did your parents sometimes disapprove of some of your choices and behavior?  
Did they continue to love you even though they disapproved of those choices and 
behaviors?  If not, do you believe they should have? What would that have looked 
like?  

Fill in the blank:  “While God’s     [love]    is unconditional, his      [approval]     
is not.”   Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not? 

READ: 
“And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses 
you as children? It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and 
do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his child.”  Hebrews 12:5–6  (TNIV) 

Why does the writer of Hebrews consider this passage a “word of 
encouragement?” 

Jim said, “Unconditional love demands conditional approval.”   
Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?  

Is there a difference between love and acceptance? 

What do you think Jim meant when he said “acceptance requires a context.”  What 
are some examples of accepting a person in one context but not in another? 

Invite each person in your group to name five contexts in which they likely would 
(and perhaps should) be rejected. [This might work better if you gave them a few 
minutes to think of some and write them down before sharing them.] 



In what ways might a lack of understanding the differences between love, 
acceptance, and approval create problems for us, including creating distance 
between us and God? 

Invite someone to summarize the story of Cain and Abel. [Or invite sometime 
to read it - Genesis 4:1-15] 

Why did Cain become angry at his brother? 

“Offerings” in the Bible were primarily given as expressions of worship and 
gratitude (especially in the pre-mosaic period prior to the institution of offerings 
for atonement.)  Is there evidence that Cain did not present his offering from a 
heart of worship and gratitude?  

Do you think it is better to be accepted by God on our terms, or on his terms?   

How do we sometimes try to get other people to accept us on our terms. 
How do we sometimes try to get God to accept us on our terms? 

Did God completely reject Cain?  How did God show Cain grace and mercy? 

How important is it for us to learn what pleases God and wins his approval?  Why 
is it important? 

Closing Verse: 
“Once you lived in the dark, but now the Lord has filled you with light. Live 
as children who have light. Light produces everything that is good, that has 
God’s approval, and that is true. Determine which things please the Lord. 
Have nothing to do with the useless works that darkness produces. Instead, 
expose them for what they are. It is shameful to talk about what some people 
do in secret. Light exposes the true character of everything because light 
makes everything easy to see. That’s why it says: “Wake up, sleeper! Rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” So then, be very careful how you 
live.”  Ephesians 5:8–15  (GW) 




