
December 2, 2018 
Series: Who Needs Christmas 
Part 1:  We Do 

Ice breaker - just for fun. 
Invite everyone to try saying the tongue twister below, which Jim used in his sermon. See who 
can say it the fastest. [Note to leader: Provide some means where everyone can see it.  For 
example, print it on a piece of paper that can be passed around. Or distribute copies. Or text it to 
to everyone.] 

“Theophilus Thistle, the thistle sifter, sifted a sieve of un-sifted thistles. A sieve of un-sifted 
thistles Theophilus Thistle, the thistle sifter sifted. If Theophilus Thistle, the thistle sifter sifted a 
sieve of un-sifted thistles, where is the sieve of un-sifted thistles Theophilus Thistle, the thistle 
sifter, sifted?” 
————————— 

What most stood out to you or resonated with you about last Sunday’s message?  

READ: Matthew 1:18–25 
“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through 
the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). When Joseph woke up, he did what 
the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”  

What was the reason the angel gave for naming their child “Jesus”?  [A: “Because he will save 
his people from their sins”]. 

The name “Jesus” is the Latin translation of what Hebrew name?  [A: Yeshua, which is also the 
name of Moses’ successor, Joshua, (in English)]. 

What does the name Yeshua/Joshua/Jesus literally mean? [A: God saves, rescues.] 

Why is being saved from your sin better than just being forgiven of your sin? 

Who was Joshua? What was he famous for?  



Did the Israelites always cooperate with their leader, Joshua? What was the result of their 
disobedience? [Example:  Joshua 7 - Achan’s disobedience.  Israels resistance to Joshua’s 
orders/leadership always resulted in adverse long-term consequences]. 

[NOTE TO LEADER: The book of Joshua can be challenging to discuss due to its violent and 
seemingly God-sanctioned military conquests. (Ironically, those who are most outspoken against 
the immorality of these events and the God who allegedly sanctioned them are also least likely to 
believe this part of the Bible is historically reliable.)  While the idea of God using a nation to 
bring judgement and punishment upon another nation may be difficult for us living in the 21st 
century to embrace, it was very commonplace in ancient times.  It might be good to point out 
that, whether historically accurate or not, the narrative asserts that the people groups being 
displaced by Joshua’s campaigns were deeply engaged in the most horrific crimes against 
humanity, including pagan rituals involving child sacrifice and the rape of virgins, etc…   The 
clear parallel God intends for us all to draw is that in the same way that Joshua displaced sin 
and evil in the Promise Land, Jesus intends to do in each one of us.] 

What would have happened to the Hebrew nation had they not succeeded under Joshua’s 
leadership in conquering and possessing the Promise Land?  

Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; but I have come that [you] may 
have life, and have it to the full.”    John 10:10  (NIV)    How is having “life to the full”  much 
better and much broader than merely being forgiven? 

Can sin that has been forgiven still create problems in your life?  What are some examples? 

Do you ever feel like the sum total of your Christian experience is simply a never ending cycle of 
sinning and being forgiven?  What new thing might God be wanting to do in you and for you?  

READ: Romans 6:12–14  
“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer 
any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 
instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master.”  

Why do we all need Christmas? 


