
This Is Us    
Part 6: Ambassadors of Reconciliation 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Ice Breaker:  Invite people to share about a time when either they had gotten lost, or 
another family member had gotten lost (perhaps one of their kids). 

————-


What were some of the things that most resonated in you from last Sunday’s 
message?


What is the Nicene Creed?  Was it being read in the service last Sunday morning 
helpful to you in any way? Why or why not? 


What is the one, overarching, primary endeavor God is focused on in the world today?

[A: Reconciling men, women, and children to himself.]  


What does “reconciliation with God” look like in the life of a person?


READ:  Ephesians 3:16-21

“I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner 
strength through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust 
in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you 
have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how 
high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too 
great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life 
and power that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through his 
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or 
think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever 
and ever! Amen.”  Ephesians 3:16–21  (NLT)


What does the apostle Paul (the author of this passage) want his readers to know and 
experience?


Is there a person in your life that you pray would have this knowledge and 
experience?


READ : Philippians 3:7-11

“I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless 
because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared 
with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 
everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become one 
with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I 
become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with 



himself depends on faith. I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that 
raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that one 
way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!”  Philippians 3:7–11  
(NLT)


Paul says he considers everything worthless compared to what? 


Do you share his opinion?  Why or why not?


What does Paul mean when he says that God’s way of making us right with him 
(reconciled with him) depends on faith?


READ:  2 Corinthians  5:10-11, 14-15, 17-20   [I have edited out some verses in this 
passage that are not pertinent to our topic, and might unnecessarily get everyone off-
track. Including the whole narrative will likely require a lot of explanation of the 
context. The whole unedited passage is 5:10-20]

We must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we 
deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body. Because we understand 
our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others... Since we 
believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old life. He 
died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 
themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them…This 
means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun! And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to 
himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. For 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins 
against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when 
we plead, “Come back to God!”   2 Corinthians 5:10-20 (NLT)

What is the difference between living for yourself and living for Christ?

According to this passage, what is the primary way we can live for Christ?

If you had two close friends who had a disagreement so harsh that they weren’t 
speaking to each other, how would you go about initiating reconciliation between 
them?  (Suppose one of them was interested in reconciling, but the other wasn’t.)

What are some way we can go about the task of reconciling others to God?


