
Grace & Truth 
Part 7 in the series Wage Love on Everyone Always 

Has anyone accomplish this weeks mission?  How did it go?  

Invite people to email the stories and experiences of each weeks mission to 
wagelove@hopesb.com (later when they get home) 

Invite one or more people in the group to recap last Sunday’s sermon. 
 What stood out to you? 
 What resonated with you? 
 Was there anything you weren’t sure you agreed with? 
  
Discuss: Why is it such a good thing when someone becomes a Christian? (besides 
avoiding hell).  

Why is Jesus the hope of the world and not a religion or philosophy or political system?  

Pastor Jim said, “Jesus didn’t come to change our laws, he came to change our hearts.”   
What did he mean by that? 
Do you agree? 

Jesus said “For from within, out of your hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and 
folly. All these evils come from inside and defile you.”  Mark 7:21–23  (TNIV)  (See also 
Matthew 15:19) 

Can laws changes people’s hearts? Why or why not? 

READ John 1:1–14  (TNIV) 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all people. … 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God— children born not of natural descent…but born of God. The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
⌈Son⌉, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  
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What is “grace” 
What is “truth?” 

Complete the sentences: 
Without grace, truth leaves you ________________ (hopeless). 
Without truth, grace _________________ (doesn’t matter, or is pointless). 

Explain why these two ideas are true. 

Pastor Jim said: 
Our resistance to the feelings of guilt we experience can rob us from the most important 
and powerful aspect of our faith - grace and forgiveness.  Grace and forgiveness is the 
very essence of our faith in Jesus.   But grace and forgiveness can only be experienced by 
those who recognize they need grace and forgiveness - who recognize they’re guilty. 

Do you agree?  Why or why not? 

What was the context in which Jesus said, “Whoever is forgiven of much, loves much”? 
[Luke 7:36-50] 

The passage we read earlier says, “In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
people. … The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.”    
In what ways could light serve as a metaphor for truth? 
If light is a metaphor for truth, what might serve as a metaphor for grace? 
[possible answer: shade] 

What guided the Israelites in the desert for 40 years? 
[Answer:  A pillar of fire by night (light), and a cloud by day (shade from the heat)]. 

Psalm 121:5–6 (NLT):  
The Lord himself watches over you!  
The Lord stands beside you as your protective shade.  
The sun will not harm you by day,  
nor the moon at night.  

Recount as a group the story of Jonah. 
Conclude the story of Jonah with this:   

Jonah finally obeyed God and preached to the city of Nineveh, and Nineveh 
repented as a city, and because they repented, God spared them.  This upset 



Jonah, because he wanted Nineveh to be punished for all the cruel, evil things 
they had done, particularly to his homeland, Judah.  

Then READ the conclusion of  the story of Jonah: 

Jonah 4:5–11 (NIV84):  
Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, 
sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the Lord God 
provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his 
discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. But at dawn the next day God 
provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered.  
When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s 
head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die 
than to live.”  
But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?”  
“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”  
But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it 
or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh has more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 
many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?”  

In what ways does this story illustrate truth and grace? 


