
Friendly Fire 
Part 4 in the series Wage Love on Everyone Always 

Has anyone accomplish this weeks mission?  How did it go?  

Invite people to email the stories and experiences of each weeks mission to 
wagelove@hopesb.com (when they get home) 

READ the following two passages back-to-back: 

Luke 1:17  (A quote from an angel’s message to Zechariah in reference to the son that 
was to be born to them - John the Baptist). 
“And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their God. He will be a man with the spirit 
and power of Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn 
the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to 
accept the wisdom of the godly.””  Luke 1:16–17  (NLT) 

Matthew 10:34-36 
“Don’t imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! I came not to bring peace, but a 
sword. ‘I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. Your enemies will be right in your own 
household!’”  Matthew 10:34–36  (NLT) 

In the first passage, an angel says that John the Baptist will “turn the hearts of the fathers 
to their children.”  In the second passage Jesus said of himself, “I came to set a man 
against his father, etc…”   How can you reconcile these two passages?  

How did Jesus say we should relate to our enemies - even those in our own households?  

READ Romans 12:18-19 
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take 
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.”  Romans 12:18–19  (NIV) 

Does this passage help resolve any confusion about the first two passages?  

What is “Friendly Fire” in military terms?   
What is “Friendly Fire” in the context of this weeks message? 

[Invite someone who is willing to share about a time they came under “friendly fire.”] 

mailto:wagelove@hopesb.com


What is the difference between hurt and harm? 

Can hurt help you? How?  [Consider how hurt helps you physically, such as when a 
doctor or dentist “hurts” you. Then consider how hurt can help you spiritually -  to make 
you more like Jesus.] 

Ask someone to sunnayize the story of Joseph.  What can we learn from his experience? 

Ask someone to summarize the situation David found himself in. (1 Samuel 30:1-6) 

What did David do in that situation? [“but David found strength in the Lord his God.”] 

Fill in the blank: “You never really know that Jesus is all you need until ___________.” 

READ 1 Samuel 30: 1-25 (The rest of the story) 
“Three days later, when David and his men arrived home at their town of Ziklag, they 
found that the Amalekites had made a raid into the Negev and Ziklag; they had crushed 
Ziklag and burned it to the ground. They had carried off the women and children and 
everyone else but without killing anyone.  

When David and his men saw the ruins and realized what had happened to their families, 
they wept until they could weep no more. David’s two wives, Ahinoam from Jezreel and 
Abigail, the widow of Nabal from Carmel, were among those captured.  

David was now in great danger because all his men were very bitter about losing their 
sons and daughters, and they began to talk of stoning him. But David found strength in 
the Lord his God.  

Then he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring me the ephod!” So Abiathar brought it. Then 
David asked the Lord, “Should I chase after this band of raiders? Will I catch them?” And 
the Lord told him, “Yes, go after them. You will surely recover everything that was taken 
from you!”  

So David and his 600 men set out, and they came to the brook Besor. But 200 of the men 
were too exhausted to cross the brook, so David continued the pursuit with 400 men.  

Along the way they found an Egyptian man in a field and brought him to David. They 
gave him some bread to eat and water to drink. They also gave him part of a fig cake and 
two clusters of raisins, for he hadn’t had anything to eat or drink for three days and 
nights. Before long his strength returned.  



“To whom do you belong, and where do you come from?” David asked him.  
“I am an Egyptian—the slave of an Amalekite,” he replied. “My master abandoned me 
three days ago because I was sick. We were on our way back from raiding the Kerethites 
in the Negev, the territory of Judah, and the land of Caleb, and we had just burned 
Ziklag.”  
“Will you lead me to this band of raiders?” David asked.  
The young man replied, “If you take an oath in God’s name that you will not kill me or 
give me back to my master, then I will guide you to them.”  

So he led David to them, and they found the Amalekites spread out across the fields, 
eating and drinking and dancing with joy because of the vast amount of plunder they had 
taken from the Philistines and the land of Judah.  

David and his men rushed in among them and slaughtered them throughout that night and 
the entire next day until evening. None of the Amalekites escaped except 400 young men 
who fled on camels. David got back everything the Amalekites had taken, and he rescued 
his two wives. Nothing was missing: small or great, son or daughter, nor anything else 
that had been taken. David brought everything back.  

He also recovered all the flocks and herds, and his men drove them ahead of the other 
livestock.  “This plunder belongs to David!” they said.  

Then David returned to the brook Besor and met up with the 200 men who had been left 
behind because they were too exhausted to go with him. They went out to meet David 
and his men, and David greeted them joyfully.  

But some evil troublemakers among David’s men said, “They didn’t go with us, so they 
can’t have any of the plunder we recovered. Give them their wives and children, and tell 
them to be gone.”  

But David said, “No, my brothers! Don’t be selfish with what the Lord has given us. He 
has kept us safe and helped us defeat the band of raiders that attacked us. Who will listen 
when you talk like this? We share and share alike—those who go to battle and those who 
guard the equipment.”  

From then on David made this a decree and regulation for Israel, and it is still followed 
today.”  1 Samuel 30:1–25  (NLT) 

What can you learn from how David walked through this situation? 



Did David have any resentment toward the men who previously had wanted to attack 
him?  

What would have happened if David had responded differently to his men when they 
were ready to attack him? 

What was the end result for David and his men? 

What was Jesus’ response to those who were crucifying him? [‘Father forgive them for 
they don’t know what they’re doing.”] 

We often don’t know what we’re doing when we hurt someone else. A good question to 
ask someone you may have hurt is “Tell me, how have I hurt you?”    

Why do those words make a big difference when it comes to healing a hurt?  

Close in prayer. 


