
You’re No Exception 
Part 3: Wage Love on Everyone Always 

Has anyone accomplish this weeks mission?  How did it go?  

Invite people to email the stories and experiences of each weeks mission to 
wagelove@hopesb.com (when they get home) 

What is “Illusory Superiority”?  [A: Our tendency to inflate our positive qualities and 
abilities, especially in comparison to other people.] 

Psychological studies seem to indicate everyone has this tendency.  Do you think it’s 
possible you have this tendency?  Why or why not? Does knowing you might have this 
tendency change the way you think about yourself? 

What is the difference between being “in love” with someone, and loving someone 
without necessarily being “in love”? 

Invite people to share a time when they fell in love with somebody, and eventually fell 
out of love with them.  What were the reasons they “fell out of love?” 

Time to get personal:  
What do you love most about yourself?   What do you love least? 

On a scale of one to ten, ten being self-aggrandizing and one being self-loathing, where 
would you place yourself? [Note to group leader: this is sort of a trick question] 

Is it possible to avoid the scale entirely?  How?  [A: Love yourself unconditionally - with 
“agape” love] 

In what ways is self-loathing a form of pride? [A: It is still “self centered”] 

READ ROMANS 12:3 
“By the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly 
than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment…”  Romans 12:3  (NIV)  

What are two realities that must be considered when thinking of yourself with sober 
judgement?  
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READ: Luke 10:25-29 
“One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: 
“Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus replied, “What does the law of 
Moses say? How do you read it?” The man answered, “ ‘You must love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ ” “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” The 
man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  Luke 
10:25–29  (NLT) 

Why did the man ask Jesus “Who is my neighbor?”  How was he trying to justify 
himself?  

What are some other ways or other situation in which people try to justify themselves?  
[Suggestions: trying to talk yourself out of a traffic ticket, trying to justify treating 
someone poorly, trying to justify spending too much money on something, trying to 
justify going into debt, trying to justify moving in together, etc…] 

What is the alternative to trying to justify yourself? 

Read Luke 10:10-14 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give 
a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up 
to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  “I tell you that 
this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.” Luke 18:10–14  (NIV) 

Who was in-love with himself? Who was trying to justify himself? How was he trying to 
do it? 

Who loved himself appropriately?  In what way did he do it? Who did God justify?  

Closing thought: God loves you just the way your are, but he loves you too much to leave 
you that way. 

Things to think about while closing in prayer:  
• Is there something you’re lying to yourself about?  
• Is there something your loathing yourself over?


