
Plot Twist 
Part 4: You Can Bet On It 

When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

In what ways is life sometimes like a poker game?  

Have you ever felt like “you don’t know what you can bet on” in life? 

Do you feel like life has “dealt you a good hand”  or that life has “dealt you a bad hand?”  Why? 

What was one of the main points of Pastor Jim’s message? 
[A: You can’t count on the hand you’ve been dealt.  But there are things you can count on.] 

Read: 
Some who seem least important now will be the greatest then, and some who are the 
greatest now will be least important then.”  Luke 13:30 NLT  

(“This is the Great Reversal: the last in line put at the head of the line, and the so-
called first ending up last.” The Message Translation) 

How are you personally prone to define greatness, or to define your worth?  

One a scale of one to ten, how important are the following attributes to you: 
_____ Being attractive 
_____ Having more than an average amount of money 
_____ Being well-educated 
_____ Being intelligent (IQ) 
_____ Being respected in your field 
_____ Being in charge 
_____ Having exceptional talent 

Read: 
“Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”  Luke 18:14 (NIV) 

What are some ways people “exalt” themselves?  

Define “Humble Brag”.  Give some examples. 

What are some ways we can humble ourselves? 

Read: 



“By the grace given me  I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment…”  Romans 12:3  (NIV) 

Pastor Jim said two things must be taken into account when thinking of yourself with “sober 
judgement”. What were they? 

[Answer:   
1. You were created in the image of God and are therefore a work of art - you are a beautiful 

person.    
2. The beauty God endowed you with has been marred and defaced by sin.] 

How do these two realities affect the way you think about yourself 

Read: 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.’  But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  I tell you that this 
man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”   
Luke 18:10–14  (NIV) 

How does this passage affect the way you think about yourself? 

Is Jesus suggesting that having low self-esteem is a virtue?  Why or why not? 

How can we love ourselves and be comfortable with who we are and still maintain a humble 
attitude?  

Closing verses: 

“How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart? Cleanse me from these hidden faults.”   
Psalm 19:12  (NLT) 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and reveal my deep inner thoughts. See if there 
is any sinful ways in me, and lead me into your perfect ways.”  Psalm 139:23–24  

“So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in 
honor.”  1 Peter 5:6  (NLT)


